
!I feel alive.  I enjoy life instead of sitting
around dreading it."

# !wheelchair traveler"Terry Carpenter

They're wheelchair-bound -- but hardly homebound.
Terry Carpenter and Brian Evans are quadriplegics.
But they get out and about as much as anyone else.
Maybe more. Nearly every day they cruise around
Kenosha in their electric wheelchairs.

"Getting out makes me feel good," Carpenter said. "I
feel alive. I enjoy life instead of sitting around
dreading it." Carpenter and Evans live in units at
Tanglewood Apartments, a subsidized housing
complex for senior citizens and physically disabled
people at 30thAvenue and 87th Place.

Both men were paralyzed from the neck
down in accidents more than a decade
ago. Both get around in electric
wheelchairs. And though they require
help with domestic duties and personal
care, both pursue life with a sense of
independence and cheerfulness.

Carpenter was paralyzed in 1988 when
a tire blew out on the truck he was
driving. The truck flipped down an
embankment and he was thrown from
the vehicle. Evans was paralyzed in
1990 when he dove from a lifeguard
stand into the water at Silver Lake and
hit his head on the bottom. Both men
suffered broken necks in the accidents.
And for a period of time following their
injuries, both longed to die. "But you have to get over
the initial shock and decide what you're gonna do: Sit
there and rot or get out and do something," said
Evans.

Carpenter has very limited use of his right hand --
enough that he can operate the joystick on his
wheelchair. He also can press buttons on a keypad
that relays signals to a computer in his apartment.
The computer is programmed to turn lights on and
off, operate the air conditioner, open his apartment
door and open the security door at the complex's
entrance, among other tasks.

Evans, 41, has limited use of his arms, but no use of
his fingers. He uses the knuckles of his hands to
perform a variety of tasks including pressing
numbers on his cell phone, which he hooks to a hand-

brace and lifts to his ear. Both men surf the Internet --
Evans using his knuckles on the keyboard and
Carpenter issuing voice commands to a special
computer program. The two get daily assistance
including house cleaning, cooking and personal
hygiene care from health aides employed by the
agency Society'sAssets.

They became best friends when Evans moved into
Tanglewood a year and a half ago. Carpenter has
lived there since 1990. In warm weather, the buddies
ride around town in their wheelchairs almost every
day. They also enjoy going to concerts -- riding

aboard vehicles equipped with
wheelchair lifts. "I love concerts and I
love music," said Carpenter, 44, who has
an extensive CD collection and can
operate remote controls for his stereo,
TV and VCR. He plans on seeing
Aerosmith at Alpine Valley soon. "We
saw Styx at the State Fair," he said. "And
we saw Robert Palmer, The Dead and
Willie Nelson at Summerfest." He has a
guitar pick Nelson gave him after a show
a few years ago.

But a primary source of recreation for the
pair is simply hitting the streets of
Kenosha and tooling around town. "We
go out on our own power," Carpenter
said. "No one has to help us get out or in.
We take off through the side streets. We

like to go shopping at Piggly Wiggly and SuperValu.
We hit WalMart, K-mart and Family Dollar. We go to
the Salvation Army and Goodwill." They also
frequently motor to libraries, the lakefront and
downtown. "We go just about anywhere and
everywhere," Carpenter said. "If one of our batteries
gets low or it starts to rain, we'll jump on a bus. City
buses are wheelchair accessible now. We go different
places and hang out. If we see a store we've never
been in we go in there and see what it's all about. We'll
buy different stuff."

Because sidewalks are sometimes cracked or too
narrow, the men occasionally ride in the streets --
using mostly side roads. Actually, that violates traffic
ordinances, said Kenosha Police Lt. John Morrissey.
Evans said it's important for the two of them to get out
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of their apartments and into the mainstream of life.
"We do a lot of ridin' in the chairs," he said. "We just
like to get out every day in warm weather. We just get
out and take a ride." Carpenter views getting out as a
way to enhance his life. "It doesn't look like
anything's going to change (in terms of regaining
movement) so I might as well have fun every day I
can," be said. "You're not guaranteed tomorrow. God
only guarantees you one day at a time. So you take
advantage of every day you get. I enjoy life while I
can."

The pair encounters friendly people who are quick to
lend a hand. Said Carpenter: "Everyone is good to us.
At the supermarkets the employees are, like, can we
help you. They'll put a basket across our knees. We'll
come across something we can't get and we'll say,
'Ma'am will you hand me that head of lettuce?' If store
employees are real busy we'll ask customers to help
us. We'll go around the store and people will give us a
hand."

During winter they spend
much more time indoors,
listening to music, watching
TV and videos, navigating the
Internet -- and waiting for
spring. The two are close
friends in strikingly similar
situations, but they don't talk
about their disabilities. Or
what they've endured. "We
don't, you know, get all mushy
and talk about that stuff,"
Evans said with a laugh. Said
Carpenter: "We talk about what
we're going to do today. We
don't talk about what happened
in the past. There's no use
looking back."

Evans describes Carpenter as
"a nut. The things he says. He's
just a little crazy -- in a good
way." Carpenter characterizes
Evans as "an outgoing and fun
person.And he's resourceful. If
he needs to get something done
he'll figure out a way to do it."
A neighbor, senior citizen

Bobbie Heck, who also lives at Tanglewood, praised
the men. "They're so young to have such a handicap,'
she said. "But after all the things they've gone through
they have such spunk and spirit. They're so
independent. Just by being themselves they give us
seniors inspiration. I'm 65 and I use a walker and I
hurt all the time, but I see them get out every day.
That encourages me to get out and do things on my
own."

Evans and Carpenter are Cubs fans and would like to
take the Metra to Chicago for a game, but the
Kenosha train station isn't wheelchair-accessible. "If
enough handicapped people complained they would

it accessible," Carpenter said. He said it's
important symbolically for him and Evans to get out
in public. "When we're out there we're letting peop1e
know that just because you're in a wheelchair doesn't
mean you can't have a life. We have a life, too. The
more they see disabled people out there doing things
the more respect they have for us."

make

On one of his shopping trips across town, quadraplegic Brian Evans
searches the aisles of the Salvation Army store for items he can use or resell
on eBay. With the aid of motorized wheelchairs Evans and his friend Terry
Carpenter are able to get out and about.
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