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eyes were black and there were nu-

‘merous laceratlons on the top of hts
head.

There was no pulse and Bosman was-

pronounced dead on arrival at
Kenosha Memorial Hospltal :

No formal ruling on cause of death
has yet been made by Kenosha County
Coroner Thomas Dorff. .

“If it’s murder,” said Deputy Po-

lice Chief Joseph Trotta, ‘‘it’s another
‘one of those sticklers.”

Trotta said there appeared to be no
motive. “Nothi'ng was taken,” said
Trotta, ¢

wasn’t ransacked so it doesn’t appear
to be the work of burglars. There are
some conflicting stories from nelgh-
‘bors.”

* One neighbor told police she keeps

“an eye” on Bosman to make sure
he’s okay. She told police Bosman
regularly went to bed at 8:30 p.m.
each evening. She noted a dining room

‘as far as we can determme »
‘He still had his money. "The house

but no one Trotta

ter the home. ‘‘They
were there after dark, probably about
10:30 p.m.,” Trotta said, “and then a
short tlme later they left.”

The fire was noticed by a neighbor
at 1:37 a.m. Sunday. Fires had been
set in two rooms of the ground floor at
the house. A stuffed chair in each

*. room had been burned.

Dorff said Bosman died of smoke

‘inhalation in conjunction with head

and chest injuries. An autopsy re-
vealed that Bosman suffered, along
with the head injuries, five broken
ribs, three on one side and two on the
other.

- Police are searching for an orange
or rust-colored 197¢ car which carried
the three men. Trotta said a hand ax
with a broken handle was found at the
scene. That and other evidence at the
scene was sent to the state crime lab
at New Berlin.

Firefighters listed structural dam-
age at $3,000 and content loss at $1,000.

The state flre marshal has been

called in to assnst in the mvest:gatlon
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Bosman s statements
' make suicide posslbte

“7

o Certam statements made by

E 'Herman Bosman, 80, 6612 20th Ave.,
~shortly before his death Sunday in’

| dicate to police that the death ‘may be

L a suicide.

Whether the cieath is ahomicide or a

enosha Cmmty Coroner Thumas
. Dorff convenes an inquest panel.
i There was no statement on when an
inquest would be held. |
Bosman was found in his home by
firefighters at 1:40 a.m. Sunday, ap-
parently dead and with two small fires
in two rooms of the house. Two chairs
-were burning and were scorching the
nearby walls. An autopsy revealed
that Bosman had five broken ribs
besides three gashes on his head.

trlbuted to the injuries and smoke

“suicide won’t be determmed until

Dorff said Bosmans death was at-

_inhalation,

Deputy Police Chlef Joseph 'I‘rotta
said today that his department is
investigating the death under the as-
sumption that it is a homicide.

One officer said Bosman had talked =

of suicide a few days before his death.

‘At least one neighbor reported that a

car with maybe three or.four occu-
pants pulled up to the curb near

Bosman's house around 10:30 p.m.

Saturday and that two youths re-
portedly ran towards Bosman'’s house.

Police today indicated that the two
youths could be members of a neigh-

borhood family that was just returning

home. :
The investigation continued today
with more questioning of neighbors

and a retracing of Bosman’s activities

the few days prlor to his death



